New semester, 
New president 


Nairoby Sanchez in 
as Student Senate 


President 
By Matt Gineras 
Editor-in-Chief 

With the new school year 
among us, the Northern Essex 
student senate also begins. With 
the departure of last year’s pres- 
ident, Emily Ramirez, the sen- 
ate was left with no president. 

However, last year’s vice pres- 
ident of the Haverhill Campus, 
Nairoby Sanchez, was elected 
by the senate to fill Ramirez’s 


Contemporary 
elections and 


One of NECC’s 
most popular clubs 
is off to a strong 
start this fall 


By Tuomas SHAMMA 
Copy Editor 

NECC’s Contemporary Af- 
fairs club (CA) has already 
had a few strong, informative 
discussions, and have a lot 
planned for the upcoming weeks. 

On Wednesday Oct. 2, at noon, 
Dr. Ligia Domenech (of NECC’s 
Global Studies department) will 
speak about her recent time in In- 
dia. This event will take place in 
CA’s normal meeting place, room 
C-110 on the Haverhill Campus. 

Also near, on Thursday Oct. 


role. Sanchez, who is now en- 
tering her third semester on the 
student senate, has goals both 
for her fellow senators and to 
get the senate more recognized. 

“T guess overall, it’s listening 
to the students and their concerns 
and delivering for them when 
they expect us to,” said Sanchez. 
She also has ambitions for build- 
ing more leadership through- 
out the senate, as well as hold- 
ing senators more accountable. 

The Haverhill native Sanchez 
also has ideas to get the sen- 
ate more notice throughout the 
student body. “Word of mouth 
seemed to be working just for 
nominations and | think that’s 


3 at 7 p.m., CA has collaborat- 
ed with the Haverhill League 
of Women Voters to host Dr. 
Lawrence Lessig and _ Jef- 
frey Clemens in a discussion 
on money in politics. Mass 
State Senator Susan Tucker 
will moderate the discussion, 
which will be in Lecture Hall A. 


Elections this year in 
CA brought a lot of new 
names and faces to promi- 
nent positions in the club. 


Last year’s Vice President 
Parker Moody (Political Sci- 
ence major) was elected presi- 
dent in a close vote against Nick 
Arboleda (Liberal Arts). The 
first vote between them was 
tied (5-5), but Moody pulled 
ahead on the second vote. 

Arboleda was subse- 


Fall volleyball 
season canceled 


Northern Essex ’s volleyball season was forced to be canceled after 


availability issues 


v.07 


att Gingras 


Last season, the NECC volleyball team won their region. 


This season the numbers just weren’t there to field a team. 


the best way to go,” she said. 

“We tried Facebook, and 
not that it was a complete fail- 
ure, but there’s a certain way 
of getting through that,” said 
Sanchez. “If you don’t get cer- 
tain ‘likes,’ then not everyone 
sees it. Social media helps, 
but definitely word of mouth.” 

Justin Merced, who is enter- 
ing his second semester on sen- 
ate, was also graced with a new 
title for the fall semester. He was 
elected the vice president, rep- 
resenting the Haverhill campus. 
Ivan Soto, a newcomer to student 
government and representing the 
Criminal Justice club, was elected 
the vice president, representing 
the school’s Lawrence campus. 

The Student Senate tries to be 
the voice of the students, and they 
see many different visitors from 
various departments come and 
speak with them. This semester, 
David Gingerella is set to visit 
with the senate on Oct. 9, North- 


Affairs 


more 


quently elected Vice Presi- 
dent, over Jan Schade (Lib- 
eral Arts: Philosophy). 

New member Arash Mashhadi 
(General Studies) won the vote 
for Secretary, also against Schade. 

The role of Treasurer was 
passed over, because no one 
would stand for election: 

Ben Stephan (Comput- 
er Science) won the Contem- 
porary Affairs seat in Student 
Senate, also against Schade. 
Schade was later convinced to 
run, unopposed, for Treasurer. 

Other upcoming events in- 
clude a discussion on issues sur- 
rounding Syria on Oct. 9, and or- 
ganized debate on Oct. 16. They 
meet Wednesdays at noon on the 
Haverhill Campus, in C-110. 


By EstTHer A. NIEVES 
Sports Editor 


The Northern Essex Commu- 
nity College Women’s Volleyball 
2013 season has been canceled. 

Coach Sue MacAvoy is al- 
lowing five of the six possible 
returners the chance to still play 
even though life got in the way. 

Three of the women work 
full time in their field of study 
and two are now. part-time 
due to other commitments. 

The other seven that are 
playing range from moms, 
working two or three jobs, 
part-time for financial reasons, 
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Nairoby Sanchez poses after a Senate meeting. 


ern Essex President Lane Glenn 
on Oct. 16 and Bill Heineman on 


and multiple class con icts. 
But despite the season being 
canceled, Coach MacAvoy is 
still holding practice with the 
women who are able to attend. 
“We are getting together 
still practicing and playing. 
We are giving these athletes 
a place to come together play 
the game they love, make con- 


nections wit 
on campus, and work on build- 
ing the program up for next 
year and so that we will be 
back as one of the top teams 
in the region,” MacAvoy said. 


Nov. 13. The dates and guests, 
however, are subject to change. 


: REST Aas 


other stud 


Continued on page 11 


The Observer is your newspaper! We want to hear from you. Write in to observer@necc.mass.edu 


Page 2 * NECC Observer * Oct. 2, 2013 


Rate your professors 


\ 


The two most important parts 
to any classroom experience, es- 
pecially in college, are teachers 
and textbooks. 

We highly recommend taking 
classes with professors you like 
and learn well from. You’! both 
develop a familiarity with each 
other, which not only will help 
you in the classroom, but also 
come scholarship application 
time. 

If you’re not famil- 
iar with any professors, use 
Ratemyprofessor.com. 

The website, on which former 
students “grade” their professors, 
is a handy tool for prospective 
students if they are unsure of the 
people teaching their class. 

Not only can students give 
warning to prospective attendees, 
but they can grade the instructors 
on a few different aspects. 

Homework, for instance, is 
something a lot of people talk 
about when they grade a pro- 
fessor. Another is textbook use, 
which can make or break a class. 

If a student spends over $100 
on a textbook, they expect to 
use it. Some professors don’t 
use textbooks as much as others, 
some use them exclusively and 
some don’t require any at all. 
Textbooks have long been a 


dents at any college. The price, 
necessity, and overall idea of 
books priced at an enormous 
markup certainly haven’t won 
many popularity contests among 
students. 

Some classes, as mentioned, 
make no use of assigned texts. 
Other classes have “Tickets to 
class,” where a brief recap of as- 
signed texts is to be expected at 
the start of class. 

Textbooks are an valuable 
part of the classroom when used 
well. However, the instructors 
assigning the books should have 
an obligation to make use of as- 
signed texts. If they aren’t going 
to, they shouldn’t be assigning 
them. 

One way to avoid the high 
bookstore prices is Amazon, 
chegg.com or other online book- 
stores. More and more eReader’s 
are now able to display textbook 
pages, as well as Kindle for PC 
and Kindle for Mac being able to 
have the textbook online. 

With Rate My Professor, you 
can know what to expect be- 
forehand. Some professors can 
assign three or more books, but 
actually use just one. 

Nothing, of course, beats first 
hand experience. However, with 
first year students, or students 


who need to fill certain degree 
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INTRODUCTION 


1 (i 
requirements, they may have to 


take instructors that they have 
never met before. This makes it 
hard to know what you're getting 
in to. 

Also, your faculty adviser is a 
good way to get a heads up about 


7 DIS PROPORTION 


your instructor. Not only that, but 
they are basically your guide to 
graduation. 

While Rate My Professor is 
not the most reliable source, it 
is a good judge if more students 
partake in the website, you will 


> (textbooks) 


pm: 


e able to get a more reliable idea 
of what to expect. 

When you’re done with your 
class, take the time to rate. You 
may help someone make a deci- 
sion down the road. 


What's your favorite 


JuLIA McKINNEY 
Undecided 


“Philosophy. It’s really 
interesting.” 


Crsar BLACK-MIRANDA 


“Psychology. It’s just 
interesting learning about 
the human brain.” 


class so far? 


NepH CARMONA 
Criminal Justice 


“Intro to criminology. The 
teacher’s funny.” 


“Composition. I have a really 
good teacher. It’s funny.” 


ANDREW WHITE 
Business 


“Cultural anthropology is 
pretty interesting.” 


ANDREA MEZQUITA 
Criminal Justice 


“College success: It’s fun, the 
teacher is fun and it’s helping 
me.” 


ie 
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Blood drives and the AIDS epidemic 


Following NECC Ss 
recent blood drive, 
why some students 


couldn t participate 


By Jessica PALMER 
Opinion Editor 

During the 1980s, the AIDS 
epidemic spread like wildfire 
across the United States. Al- 
though AIDS is still present in 
the US and is still the cause of 
many deaths, it was during this 
time in our country’s history that 
AIDS was at its destructive peak. 

Its epicenters were mostly 
cities, such as Los Angeles, San 
Diego, and New York. Many 
victims of AIDS during the 
80s were homosexual men, and 
drug users who shared needles. 

Before AIDS was under- 
stood, people infected with 
HIV were able to donate 


blood. As a result, HIV began 
to spread among people who 
received blood transfusions. 

As a result of these com- 
promised blood donations, the 
Department of Health and Hu- 
man Services created a life- 
time ban in which homosexual 
men, who have taken part in 
sexual intercourse with an- 
other man at any time in their 
life, cannot donate blood. 

During the epidemic, there 
was knowledge that these men 
were falling ill to a rare cancer, 
known as Kaposi’s Sarcoma 


that can be formed in the mouth, 
nose, and other parts of the body. 

Typically, this cancer is found 
in men that reside in the Medi- 
terranean area of the world. As 
a result of this fast spreading 
cancer among these gay men, a 
stigma emerged. This assump- 
tion was that gay men were the 


cause of the AIDS epidemic. 
Although HIV was being spread 
more by use of unclean needles 
than sexually in the gay commu- 
nity, the stigma of AIDS spread 
was still attached to gay men. 

Many gay rights activists 
have been demanding a lift of 
the ban and to allow these men 


lifetime ban as an outdated mea- 
sure that perpetuates inaccurate 
stereotypes about gay men.” 

Some believe that setting 
a time frame for these men 
can help alleviate the prob- 
lem. Critics from across the 
globe believe that Canada‘s 
recent reform on their gay do- 


...Gay rights activists have been demand- 

ing a lift of the ban to allow these men to 

donate blood. Even Congress is pushing 
for the lifting of the ban. 


which causes cancerous Le S101 Seem ne 


to donate their blood. Even 
Congress is pushing for the lift- 
ing of the ban. According to an 
article written by David Crary 
of the Huffington Post, “80 
members of Congress wrote to 
the Department of Health and 
Human Services, criticizing the 


College students may lack 
political knowledge 


Student Senate (open 
to visitors) may be 

a way in to political 
understanding 


By Mike CuppYer 
Correspondent 

In recent years college stu- 
dents have significantly added 
numbers to their polling pres- 
ence. Politicians are increasing- 
ly becoming aware of this trend, 
and have begun using more age 
appropriate campaign methods. 

Social media, such as Face- 
book and Twitter, have exploded 
with different political groups 
and individual _— candidates 


sues that were raised in the most 
recent presidential election?” 

Based on these numbers, it 
seems as though students would 
like to be more aware of the is- 
sues in order to make their voices 
heard, and understand they may 
need to seek out information 
more effectively. NECC student 
Samantha Titus agrees with that, 
saying, “I would actually vote 
if I was more knowledgable.” 

The desire is there for 
many students, but the interest 
doesn’t seem to be enough mo- 
tivation to seek further knowl- 
edge. This obstacle may be 
impeding students from becom- 
ing aware of the issues soon 
enough to affect change as op- 
posed to regretting inaction. 


students share their knowledge 
with others they can help keep 
the uninformed more in the loop. 

Hearing issues from a fel- 
low student, put into the per- 
spective of how the issues 
directly affect the student, 
may help pique their interest. 


Sanchez says, “When 
anything is relatable, 
it is more appealing.” 


One place in particular stu- 
dents can find these “deeply 
informed” peers is the Stu- 
dent Senate. Both Sanchez and 
Merced stress that one doesn’t 
have to be a member to attend 
a meeting, and all are wel- 
come to attend and observe. It’s 
also a great place for a student 
to make their opinion heard. 


pushing their While the  stu- 
messages. dent senate isn’t 

ee ociel Though politics affects everyone, not the only place for 
media push , , A an NECC student 
may be the many students find interest in the subject. to increase their 
way of the political knowl- 


future accord- 
ing to Justin 


Merced, Stu- 
dent Senate 
Vice Pres- 
ident. (Haverhill campus) 


When asked what he thinks 
can be done to make students 
more informed about politics, 
Merced says, “If popular so- 
cial media could somehow be 
effectively utilized to pique 
the interest of students, that 
would probably be the most 
effective route to pursue.” 

Even with the surge of activity 
trying to lure in this valuable vot- 
ing demographic, the message 
may still not be getting across. 

In a recent poll of Northern 
Essex Community College stu- 
dents, less than half of the partic- 
ipants said they choose to vote. 
Of the students polled, nearly a 
third say they choose their po- 
litical affiliation based on their 
family’s beliefs, while only half 
choose because of their own 
views on the issues. The largest 
percentage for a common an- 
swer of all students polled came 
back with 80 percent answering 
yes. The question: “Do you wish 
you paid more attention to is- 


- Nairoby Sanchez, 


president of the Student Senate 


Student Senate President 
Nairoby Sanchez recognizes this 
issue, saying, “Though politics 
affects everyone, not many stu- 
dents find interest inthe subject.” 

Sanchez points out that stu- 
dents have many other things 
to focus on, such as grades, 
jobs, and learning to balance 
schedules, which may limit 
the time they can spend im- 
proving their political savvy. 

Sanchez also points out that 
there is a percentage of the 
student body who pay close at- 
tention to politics, and by hay- 
ing those “deeply informed” 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 
You can reach us at: : 

978-556-3633 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


edge, it may be a 
good place to start. 

Sanchez _ finish- 
es up with some 
final words of ad- 
vice to students: “As a student 
you are learning about things 
that pique your interest, and 
though it may not be related 
to your major, politics affects 
you in ways you don’t even 
notice. Stay informed, under- 
stand and react to politics.” 

Anyone interested in learn- 
ing more about the Student 
Senate is welcome to attend 
meetings held every Wednes- 
day at 3 p.m. at the Haverhill 
and Lawrence campuses, on 
the first floor of the library and 
in room L-244 respectively. 


nor ban, which includes not al- 
lowing any gay men who have 
had sexual intercourse with- 
in the time span of five years, 
may be a better alternative. 

However, there are many 
other options that can provide 
with a better outcome. Screen- 
not an act of discrimination 
towards homosexual men, 
many Americans disagree. 

It is evident that stigmas 
about homosexuality, not only 
from the AIDS epidemic of the 
1980s, but also other events 
throughout history, have creat- 
ed an attitude that any homo- 


Shuttle 


ings of any participant, gay, 
straight or bisexual can be more 
thorough. Asking questions that 
evaluate a participant’s life- 
style, whether they take part in 
tisky behavior, and if they have 
had unprotected sex within the 
last year, can provide with a 
more equal assessment, rather 
than just saying no automatical- 
ly if a man states that he is gay 
and has sex with a male partner. 

Many of today’s politicians 
agree with such ideas. Rep. 
Mike Quigley, in partnership 
with Sen. John Kerry, has stat- 
ed recently stated in an inter- 
view with The Washington 
Blade that, “Sen. Kerry and I 
will continue to push for a be- 
havior-based screening pro- 
cess both in the name of fair- 
ness and a safer blood supply.” 

Although The Department 
of Health and Human Ser- 
vices claims that their ban is 
sexual, not only gay men, will 
negatively impact the coun- 
try and the world as whole. 

However, being homosex- 
ual doesn’t define who you 
are. The way you carry your- 
self and the traits you po= 
sess exhibits who you are. 


politics 


and MVRTA 


Complications in 
public transport 
stem from NECC 


By SAMANTHA TITUS 


Correspondent 

The Merrimack Valley Re- 
gional Transit (MVRTA) has 
been dealing with a populous 
route 51 bus since the start of this 
fall semester. The route 51 bus 
stops at Northern Essex Commu- 
nity College (NECC) and con- 
tinues on to either Amesbury or 
Haverhill, running every hour. 

Leanna DiFrancesco, a Hu- 
man Services major, said, “This 
year has a lot more students on 
{the bus]. You are standing until 
your stop.” The students that ride 
the bus don’t want to be uncom- 


fortable the whole way home. 

Danielle Chernick, an Illus- 
tration major, said, “It would 
be nice if NECC had a bus 
just for students to travel here 
[and] to the station, instead of 
including us with the normal 
people outside our college.” 
Sharing the bus with a bunch 
of students seem to be a nu- 
ance to all the other riders. 

NECC has two shuttle bus- 
es that operate between the 
Haverhill and Lawrence cam- 
puses. “They need more bus- 
es just for NECC,” said Di- 
Francesco. Chernick said, “We 
would have more room [if an- 
other bus was added].” The 
students’ ideal solution is hav- 
ing an additional shuttle bus 
that stops at Haverhill station. 


Last minute thoughts on the 
possible government shutdown 


By THomas SHAMMA 
Copy Editor 
As of this writing, it’s two 
hours before either (a.) the Unit- 
ed States Government man- 
ages to work together to keep 
the country functioning while 
we work through some seri- 
ous ideological differences, or 
(b.) the House Representatives 
force a government shutdown 
in an unprescedented act of de- 
liberate governmental sabotage. 
By the time this paper comes 
out, we'll have been living 
with the answer for two days. 
There’s technically a third 
possibility: (c.) the House Dem- 
ocrats and President Obama cave 
and de-fund the Affordable Care 
Act to appease the Republicans. 
To me, that’s the most disturb- 
ing possibility -- even more so 
than a government shutdown. 
I’m not the first commentator 


to point out that appeasing the 
Republicans right now would 
essentially constitute a departure 
from the whole system of gov- 
ernment we’re used to, potential- 
ly (probably) replacing it with a 
more grim system in which both 
parties constantly threaten to de- 
rail the whole economy every 
time they don’t get their way. 

Nobody should be looking 
forward to that. Democratic gov- 
ernment is, honestly, an extraordi- 
nary innovation, because it allows 
diverse nations to build towards a 
mutually beneficial, positive-sum 
future together. It depends on 
the assumption that, whatever the 
stakes, we’re not going to resort 
to violence and deliberate harm. 

The Republican Party is re- 
sorting to deliberate harm against 
the American People to get their 
way, and in doing so they’re 
threatening to return us to a civ- 
ilization of blind aggression. 


Lending a hand 


NECC Students visit 
Cor Unum to lend a 
helping hand 


By Cuap GorHAM 
News Editor 
Studentstake prideinvolunteer- 
ing at Cor Unum, a meal center in 
Lawrence, on Thursday, Sept. 19. 
With the economy starting to 
rebound there is still a need for 
help around many communities 
and Marueen Saliba, the Assistant 
Athletic Director has not let the 
need be forgotten about on campus. 
She organizes a group of 
students to visit Cor Unum in 
Lawrence on a monthly basis 
to help out with a nightly meal. 
Saliba has said she wants 
students to know that there 
are so many people who need 
help, and where they can go to 
help, out if they would like to. 
Cor Unum is not a “H ane 


NECC hosted a Hi 
Cross blood drive on 


campus last week 
By Linpsay KimMBaALL 


Correspondent 

The shocking demand for blood 
overwhelmed many passionate 
donors at the American Red Cross 
blood drive held at the Tech Cen- 
ter on campus Monday afternoon. 

Universal donor Pattie Ro- 
manuk, 52, is a woman who 
has been donating blood for 
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all students may feel comfort- 
able helping out. She also said 
she would like students ‘to try 
something to get out of their own 
comfort zone and if you do not 
like it then try something new.” 

Gloria Leclair, a Business 
Management student, said, “Stu- 
dents should know that volun- 
teering at Cor Unum gives you a 
good feeling knowing at the end 
of the day you did something to 
help make a difference in some- 
one’s life that you might not have 
been able to do on your own.” 

Another Student, Ashley Brag- 
ger said, “She feels more students 
should become involved in vol- 
unteering. In addition to serving 
others, volunteering as a great 
way to learn more about yourself 
and others, to gain a better under- 
standing of the issues and needs 
of the community we live in and 
around, and to explore interests 
and ways that we can have the 
most impact moving forward.” 

The Cor Unum Meal Center 


igh demand for blood 


as long as she can remember. 

She said that her father was 
an active donor, and so she was 
raised ‘to give blood, because 
is simply the right thing to do. 
However, Romanuk isn’t com- 
pletely satisfied with only provid- 


ing blood; “You can help people 
out this way, but this is nothing, 
you know,” she said. Because 


of the numerous national crises 
which have occurred recently, 
such as the Fukushima nuclear 
disaster, she concluded that the 
demand for blood must be tre- 


Haverhill Campus 


Sept 9. - A wallet went miss- 

ing from a staff member’s 

pa from her office on the 
floor of the B Building 


Sept. 13 - Two books were 
: re the bookstore 


sa 16 - Two vechicles were 
| inv d in a traffic accident 


pie Eany Koes 
978.659.1200 


had been keyed by someone. 


Sept 24 - The official college 
ink stamp was taken from 
behind the weicome desk in 
the Student Center. 


Sept 27 - A car was struck in 
the Spurk building parking 
lot. 


by 
978.738.7699 


ee tee 


is a not for profit meal center that 
provides free, nutritious meals ina 
safe environment to anyone who is 
in need of food, regardless of race, 
color, creed, sex, or way of life. 

They serve hundreds of 
people every day. They do 
this with a small staff and 
a large army of volunteers. 

They opened their doors in 
2006 and currently serve 250,000 
meals annually. They treat people 
as if they were entering a restau- 
rant with a host/hostess. They are 
made to feel important and that 
they matter. A dinner recipient had 
said, “The kids that come help out 
from Northern Essex always have 
a smile on their faces and always 
seem to bring a smile to his.” 

This is the second year that 
Northern Essex has been involved 
with Cor Unum. All the students 
meet at the meal center and take 
part in a variety of different jobs 
to help out before the dinner 
guests arrive. When the guests 
arrive there jobs include cooking, 


mendous, and continuing to rise. 

According to the American 
Red Cross website, www.red- 
crossblood.org, more than 44,000 
blood donations are urgently 
needed on a daily basis. Some of 
the causes for this are cancer, and 
car accidents. Upwards of one 
million people are diagnosed with 
cancer per year, and many of those 
patients need blood nearly every 
time they undergo chemotherapy 
treatments. Blood is crucial for 
plenty of car accident victims as 
well, who can require up to 100 


Aeademic Placement 


& Testing Center 


dssv. 
Credit 


for Life 


srning 


The dining room at Cor Unum 


cleaning, washing, dishes, serving 
food and busing tables. On Cor 
Unum’s webpage they want you 
to know “Your help is urgently 
needed and greatly appreciated.” 

If you are interested in vol- 
unteering you can contact Mau- 
reen Saliba at The Sports and 
Fitness Center Room 104, the 
door on the right of the snack bar. 


pints of blood for a single victim. 

Double donor and NECC stu- 
dent, Justin Merced, 26, feels 
quite strongly about the subject, 
as he said it is his “obligation as a 
human being who has a few hours 
of free time,” to-donate blood. 
He thinks that the cause of the 
high demand for blood must have 
something to do with how people 
are lazy, and unwilling to donate, 
though it isn’t asking much of 
people to do so. As an O negative 
blood type, which is universal, 
he feels that it is his duty to do- 
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There are three organized visits 
scheduled for the Fall Semester, 
which are as follows: Oct. 21, 
Nov. 21, and Dec. 16. Or look 
for an email that is sent out from 
Maureen on a monthly basis. 


nate as much blood as possible. 

Little Sprouts employee Lau- 
rynn Scholar, 24, believes that 
the demand for blood is “pret- 
ty high”; that it must be, be- 
cause she receives calls from 
the American Red Cross al- 
most every day requesting 
for her to donate more blood. 

NECC student Tim Dac- 
ey, 22, experienced his first 
blood donation, and thinks that 
the demand for blood must 
be in the millions at least. 
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Accelerate Your Path to Degree Completion: 


Get College Credit for Prior Learning 


CLEP: The College-Level Examination Program® (CLEP) offers you the opportunity to receive 
college credit for what you already know. Earn qualifying scores on select subject examina- 
tions and earn transferrable credits. The 90-minute exams cost $80.00 each along with a 


$35.00 NECC registration fee. Learn more! www.necc. mass edu/academics/testing/clep- 


DSST: The DANTES Subject Standardized Test is similar to CLEP. The test cost for OSST is 


$80 along with a $35.00 NECC registration fee. Learn more! www.necc. mass. edu/academics/ 
testing/clep-dsst/ 


> CREDENTIAL EVALUATION: Credential Evaluation is the process of recognizing and equat- 
ing to Northern Essex Community College courses, learning that has been achieved within a 
non-collegiate educational program of study conducted by qualified instructors. Credit consid- 
erations include: course work and training conducted by the military, business and industry, 
and other organizations whose primary purpose is not education, The NECC Registration fee 
is $40.00 and a $50.00 fee per credit awarded. Learn more! www. necc mass edu/academics/ 
testing/credit-by -credential-evaluation/ 


=> CHALLENGE EXAM; If you feet that your background, education, and experience have given 
you sufficient knowledge in a subject area, you may be eligible to challenge certain courses. 
Earning course credit through Challenge Examinations is equivalent to passing a cumulative, 
end-of-the-term examination or a series of comparable exams. Challenge Exam fees are 
$50.00 per credit and a $10.00 NECC registration fee. Learn more! www.necc mass edu/ 
academics/testing/chalienge/ 


= MILITARY EVALUATIONS: The Academic Placement & Testing Center evaluates military 
transcnpts and uses the American Council on Education (ACE) “Service members Opportunity 
College Guide” and website, www militaryguides acenet.edu, for credit recommendations. 
peer ee eee eee NEC ss ree tener Learn more! 


=> PORTFOLIO EVALUATIONS: A Learning Portfolio is an instrument used by students to peti- 
tion to receive college credit. This student-prepared document outlines, in depth, the learning 
gained outside the college classroom and shows the relationship to college-level learning 
Eee ee ees Learn more! 


=> LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY TESTING: Measure your knowledge in one of 50 languages 
plana tpt eMac ha Posner ty nee leer 


Restrictions may apply and not ail credit is transferrable. 
Please contact us for more information. 


Retired Northern Essex 


Jane Thiefels 
documents her trip 


to Togo 
By JANE THEIFELS 


Guest Correspondent 


In the fall of 2009 I had the 
privilege of meeting my first 
student from Togo, West Africa 
while teaching an ESL Core En- 
glish 4 Grammar class at NECC. 
Never did I dream that 4 years lat- 
er, I would be meeting his broth- 
er and sister in his native country 

‘while participating as an English 
Language Specialist in a 3-week 
program sponsored by the US 


State Department. Again it was” 


NECC that opened up my future 
after retirement as I had signed up 
for this program while attending 
a TESOL (Teachers of English 
to Speakers of Other Languag- 
es Conference) in New Orleans. 

Having just returned from 
Togo, I find that when people 
ask me about my trip,.I say that 
I have come home with my heart 
filled to the brim--filled to the 
brim with memories of the 3 
groups of teachers who partici- 
pated so whole-heartedly in the 
Seminars for Togolese Teachers 
of English. My heart is also filled 
with gratitude for the US Public 
Affairs and Cultural Affairs Offi- 
cers who made everything func- 
tion so effectively and for the 
Togolese Teacher Trainers, who 
also presented at the seminars. 


Throughout my teaching life, 


I have worked with students from 
all over the world, but never with 
a group composed entirely of Af- 
rican teachers. I was so energized 
by these teachers who were them- 
selves energetic as well as kind, 
appreciative, fun-loving, profi- 
cient and exacting in their use of 
English, scholarly, and communi- 
ty and group oriented. Their eyes 
sparkled with enthusiasm; they 
smiled a lot, and we laughed a lot. 

My seminar themes were 
The Interactive Classroom, Ac- 
tive Grammar, Teaching Writ- 
ing, Learning Styles and Gender 
Equality. Since the emphasis 
was on fostering student partic- 
ipation in large English classes 
in Togo, which average 100 stu- 
dents each, all of the exercises 
were interactive, involving pair, 
group and whole class interac- 
tions. The teachers participat- 
ed with great enthusiasm, and 
when I called “time,” they often 
didn’t want the exercise to end. 

The Gender Equality seminar 
was especially relevant for all of 
us since it has been difficult for 
girls in Togo to complete enough 
schooling to enter a profession. 
In three seminars of 50 partici- 
pants each, there were 4 women 
teachers in the seminar in Kara, 
five women in Kpalime and about 
ten women in the capital, Lome. 

Traveling to these seminars in 
Kara and Kpalime, I saw Togo’s 
busy villages and markets and 
the lush, green countryside with 
mountains . peaking above us. 
No matter where I was, peace- 


Where: 


What: 


fulness was palpable-in the air 
of Togo. As we headed north to 
Kara, there were small ornately 
decorated mosques in many vil- 
lages. I noticed veiled Muslim 
women freely intermingling with 
unveiled woman in the market 
place. In the hotel in Kara, I was 
awakened each morning about 
4:30 am to the Muslim call to 
prayer wafting through the air. 
In the capital there was the 
flow of people and rush of traffic, 
with many motorbikes, each car- 
rying at least one or even two pas- 
sengers. The stop lights kept the 
traffic orderly as we drove along 
passing colorful markets and 
shops. I was surprised to see how 
much a woman could carry on her 
head and still maintain perfect 
posture and balance. I noticed so 
much color in the clothes of men 
and women that I, too, I picked 
out some fabric and took it to a 
tailor for a beautiful new dress. 
I also couldn’t believe that 

all those gigantic yams in the 
market would become a creamy 
consistency after being boiled 
and pounded with a large wood- 
en mortar and pestle. I ate this 
delightful fufu with my fingers 
Togolese style. I tasted chicken 
and beef that were rich in flavor. 
There was no need to label these 
meats “free range” or “grass-fed.” 
Yes, during these three weeks, 

I was filled to the brim with fufu 
and delicious Togolese food, yet 
more importantly I came home 
filled with memories of this amaz- 
ing land and its welcoming people. 


A Weekend 
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professor returns from Togo 


Photo by Jane Theifels 
The women teachers at the Kara Seminar 
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The teachers at the Kara Seminar 
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Mystery Solved: The Carillon Bells 


Not many students 
know about NECC $s 


bell tower 
By FAITH GREGORY 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


Rick Ingham, head of audio 
and visual technology at NECC, 
is in charge of the Carillon Bell 
System, the mysterious box lo- 
cated on building B that projects 
recognizable tunes across campus 
using “air-raid” style speakers. 

The Carillon resembles a 


erage of thirty selections per disk 

One specialized feature of 
the Carillon is that on 9-11, it 
plays thirty tolls in honor of lives 
lost at the World Trade Center. 

The songs are going to be 
picked by Ingham, but the 
original caretaker 
the Carillon is Jim Hellesen. 

“Each of the songs is about 
six minutes long.” Hellesen said. 
“On the hour it chimes one... 
two... whatever the time is.” 


An interesting characteristic of 


the Carillon is that despite the fact 
it broadcasts every day during 


-—¢o 


I think a lot of people don’t notice 


the Carillon because it’s 


hidden in the 


B building. 
- Rick Ingham 


large black cabinet and contains 
the technology of a large stereo. 

The Carillon plays songs ten 
minutes before the hours of 9 
a.m., 12 p.m., and 4 p.m. The 
styles of the tunes vary from holi- 
day, to patriotic, to Irish, and even 
to show tunes. There’s an entire 
binder of CD’s, and there is an av- 


school hours, not many students 
seem to know about its existence 

“] think a lot of people don’t 
notice the Carillon because it’s 
hidden in the B building.” Ingham 
said. “You walk around here on 
campus and you hear this Carillon 
music, and you're like ‘where in 
blue blazes is this coming from?*” 


and DJ of 


The actual origin of the Caril- 
lon seems to be a mystery to many 
NECC students as well. In fact, 
the Carillon was the donation of a 
very generous alumnus who also 
funds a scholarship for the college 
and a certain building on campus. 

Jean Poth, the Vice President 
of Institutional Advancement, 
was the facilitator of the dona- 
tion of the Carillon. Poth said the 
Carillon on the Haverhill cam- 
pus was donated in April 1998. 

Poth also said there is a Car- 
illon installed on the Lawrence 
Campus, donated by the same 
alum except in the early 2000’s. 

The purpose of the Carillon is 
to make the campus feel more like 
the larger colleges and univer- 
sities that have bell towers. The 
Carillon also makes the atmo- 
sphere more pleasant and upbeat. 

Those with authority are dis- 
cussing a more serious poten- 
tial use of the Carillon. Poth 
informed a reporter of the Ob- 
server that the Carillon might 
one day serve the function of 
an alarm system, with different 
numbers of horn sounds commu- 


nicating different emergencies. 
For now, the Caril- 
lon will remain the pleasant 


gift that it is: a teller of time 
and musician of merriment. 


IOS 7: Yay or Nay? 


Some love the new 
update and some do 


not. 
By CuristinA HILLNER 
Correspondent 
Apple Inc. has recently re- 
leased their latest software 
update, the iOS 7, for iP- 
hones, iPads, and iTouches. 
The anticipation for the 


new update the night before 
the release was shared across 
social media sites, as well 
as through word of mouth. 

The feedback on the iOS 7 has 
been both positive and negative. 

“I don’t mind it, one of my 
friends lost all of their con- 
tacts though,” said Northern 
Essex student Chad Gorham. 

“I was excited, every- 
one told me to get it, and it 


looked cool,” said Northern 
Essex student Olivia Lucey. 
Downloading the update 


was a time consuming pro- 
cess for some, and it takes up a 


large amount of storage space. 

“Ittook a while for me because I 
had to delete my apps, and I didn’t 
have enough storage,” said Lucey. 


“I won't download it be- 
cause, all of my friends that 
did hate it or regret. I won't 
adjust well,’ said Northern 
Essex student Nikki Korb. 

The new’ design was 
a shock to many _ users. 


Apple Senior Vice President 
of Design Jony Ive made a state- 
ment about the update in Apple‘s 
video summarizing the iOS 7. 

“It was important to us to make 


it instantly familiar.” Said Ive. 
Apple redesigned the  ty- 
pography, all of the icons, in- 


cluded a new pallet of colors, 
and added translucency for us- 
ers to get a better sense of the 


context they are looking at. 
Some Apple users do 
not like the new _ design. 


“I am so used to my phone 
how it is now, and I do not want 
to download it. It’s too bubbly 
and cartoony for me,” said Korb. 

Apple users are welcom- 


THE OBsERST EXHIBIT REMAINS 


Photo by Faith Gregory 


See “Banded/Cornered/Assembled” in the Haverhill 
ArtSpace located in the Bentley library before it’s gone 


October 12th 


he new changes. The 

moe hive are the new con- 
trol center, and iTunes Radio. 
“T like how I can push down on 
the apps to shut them down, instead 
of clicking on them,” said Lucey. 
The iTunes Radio offers 

a variety of different mu- 
sic genres, and users can even 
create their own _ stations. 
Other new features included 
different female and male voic- 
es for Siri, s camera application 
with new filters, and with the 
new update notifications can 
be viewed on the lock screen. 
Users say they did not have 
specific changes they wanted. 
a: don’t pay atten- 
tion to it,’ said Gorham. 
“There weren’t any specifics 

I was looking for,” said Lucey. 
According to Ive from the iOS 

7 video, Apple designed this for 
users to have a more engaging ex- 
perience in a new advanced form. 


The iOS 7 is now avail- 
able to download for  iP- 
hone, iPad, or iTouch. 
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eis Photo by Faith Gregory 
The are many mysteries on the orderly Haverhill Campus 
of Northern Essex Community College 


Photo by Faith Gregory 
NECC Student Chad Gorham with his Iphone 4s and new 


10S 7 Update 


THE SEASONS ARE CHANGING AT NECC 


Photo by Faith Gregory 
The garden of the Northern Essex Community College Haverhill campus ‘one stunning 


in the fall fog. 
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Don't miss your scholarship chances 


Phi Theta Kappa is 
a valuable resource 


many students miss 
By Catuiz SOUTHWICK 


Staff Writer 
There is more than $37M in 
transfer scholarships available 


through the Phi Theta Kappa 
(PTK) Honor Society. This honor 
society exists in community col- 
leges all over the country. There 
are over 700 four-year colleges and 
universities partnered with PTK; 
more than any other honor society. 


The NECC chap- 
ter held their first meeting on 
Sept. 16. They elected new of- 
ficers and strategized the com- 
ing year. Becoming a member 
is easy: any NECC student with 
a GPA of 3.5 or above qualifies. 

This is a prestigious and use- 
ful tool for students to show their 
transfer college their dedication 
in academic achievements. Since 
NECC’s entry into the Honor 
Society world, over 300 students 
have been inducted here. “The 
school gets about 60 new mem- 


bers each year,” said Professor 
Andrew Morse, who serves as 
the faculty adviser to the club. 

“The organization of- 
fers students community service 
Opportunities such as helping 
with Hurricane Sandy and a few 
years ago one student received 
a full scholarship, the Jack Kent 
Cooke Undergraduate Scholar- 
ship to Tufts University,” said 
Morse. The Jack Kent Cooke 
Foundation selects 75 commu- 
nity college transfer students 
each year and awards up to a 


Student Success Center 


Success stories from 
the Student Success 


Center 
By Courtney HALE 
Correspondent 

Niurka Aybar has been co- 
ordinator at the Student Suc- 
cess Center full time for two 
years now. 
prior, Aybar was the director 
of community relations. The 
community relations was ¢om- 
munity service, helping out the 
environment and involved no 
interactions with the students. 

“The Student Success Center 
has been a better fit because I get 
to work and connect with the stu- 
dents much better,” says Aybar. 


For seven years 


“J did not have that 
much opportunity in 
my previous position.” 


Aybar first moved here to 
Massachusetts from the Domin- 
ican Republic, which was a big 
struggle for her. Educationally, 
she had to take two years of 
English as a second language 
(ESL) full time at Northern Es- 
sex. She then spent two more 
years in Business Transfer 
to get her Associates degree. 

Aybar is.a single mother 
of two kids, Javier and Chan- 
telle. When Javier was born, 
he was taught just Spanish, 
because it was Aybar’s first 
language. Javier struggled in 
school, not knowing English 
like all the other children did. 

Learning from that experi- 
ence with Javier, when Chan- 
telle was born, Aybar and Rich- 
ard taught her both languages. 

Now that she gets out of work 
at 5S p.m. Monday through Fri- 
day, she gets to spend time with 
her children, and Saturday is 


You can reach us at: 


978-556-3633 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


“fun time” for her and her family. 

Whena lot oftasks are brought 
across Aybar’s way, she tries not 
to panic and she looks at how to 
solve it. Being a single moth- 
er, now that Richard has moved 
to Florida, was a little stressful 
for Aybar, but with the assis- 
tance of her grandmother, she 
was able to manage the stress. 

Joshua Abreu is the Reten- 
tion Specialist at the Student 
Success Center, and also a part- 
time instructor. Abreu is another 
faculty member who struggles, 


. professionally and personally. 


Professionally, he is al- 
ways second guessing him- 
self hoping that students and 
other faculty’s take in his 
advice on how to succeed. 

In general Abreu struggles on 
balancing bills and payments. He 
always “Lives for the moment.” 

To relieve his stress, he 
works-out, runs, and listens to 
music. After a good workout 
or run, he says, “Your brain 
waves slow down, which helps 
you make better connections.” 

Abreu’s experience work- 
ing in the center has him treat 
students as if they were fam- 
ily, because of all the con- 
nections he makes with them. 

Before working in the center 
Abreu was a social worker in 
Lawrence, and did police work 
for New Hampshire. Working 
in the center is a better expe- 
rience because “People are 
happy to see me,” unlike his 
previous jobs. Also the atmo- 
sphere is much better because 
the vibe of “positive education” 
that always lifts up the mood. 

Alexander Acevedo, major- 
ing in Science in Mechanical 
Engineering, was on financial 
aid suspension, after bad grades 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 


in his last few semesters. Af- 
ter writing an appeal, Acevedo 
now is taking two classes and 
staying on top of everything. 

Acevedo usually struggles 
in homework, because he tends 
to procrastinate. A way Acev- 
edo relieves stress is working 
out, and talking to loved ones. 
“The Center helped me get 
dug out of my hole,” he said. 

Jason Batista, majoring in 
Medical Assistance, sometimes 
with math. Batista 
then reaches out to the math cen- 


struggles 


ter where he gets a better under- 
standing. 

Batista 
has “The 
fear to) 
failing in 
life,” wit 


$30,000 annual scholarships. 
Professor Morse’s three main 
responsibilities include mak- 
ing sure students accepted into 
the PTK receive their letters, at- 
tending and helping with meet- 
ings, and planning activities. 
Other scholarships available 
include The Frank Lanza Me- 
morial Scholarship, Coca-Co- 
la Leaders of Promise, GEICO 
Business Student, The Hispanic 
Scholarship Fund and, the Pear- 
son Prize for Higher Education. 
To become a mem- 

ber a student must have a 3.5 
GPA or above and email their in- 
terest to Professor Morse. Once 
accepted, after a onetime fee of 
$60, your membership is for life 
and is on transcripts at NECC. 
PTK provides a great oppor- 
tunity for reaching out a greater/ 
wider number of scholarships 
through their common applica- 
tion, instead of having: to find 
each scholarship and applying in- 
dividually. The common applica- 
tion form is available online and 
open enrollment begins Oct. 1. 
At the meeting, Presi- 

dent Marie Phillips discussed how 
PTK fits into the NECC commu- 
nity. “This year bringing in more 
members, spreading info about 
PTK will make a difference,” said 


TRANSFER COLLEGE DAY 2013 


Wednesday, October 23rd 10:00 — 1:00 


**Lawrence Campus Atrium** Bring your transcript** 
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Cambridge College 
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Merrimack College 
Northeastern University 
Rivier College 
Salem State University 

Southern New Hampshire University 
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University of Mass at Boston 
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Now is the Time to Prepare for your Future!! 
For more information please call: 978-556-3440 


Phillips. Volunteer opportunities, 
fundraising ideas, and writing 
and scholarship workshops were 
brainstormed. Chery! Davis who 
was inducted last year came back 
to school at NECC in 2011. She 
would not currently be at NECC 
if it weren’t for PTK’s help. 
“PTK offered help with scholar- 
ship applications and workshops 
for essay writing,” said Davis. 
Students do not have 

to be PTK Honor Society mem- 
bers to belong to the club. Ev- 
eryone is invited to stop by and 
visit to find out more information. 
Usually students who qualify to 
join the Society receive a letter 
from Professor Morse inviting 
them to apply to become mem- 
bers. Any questions can be an- 
swered by contacting Professor 
Morse at the Haverhill campus 
in room C-314Q, 978-556-3316 
or at the Lawrence campus in 
room L-208D or 978-738-7285, 
The officers for this year 

are President, Marie Philips; Vice 
President, Kelsey Terry; Secre- 
tary, Justin Merced, and Treasurer, 
Cathie Southwick. Meetings at the 
Haverhill campus are held every 
Tuesday @ 2PM in room C105. 
Typical meetings last an hour 
and refreshments are provided. 
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Humble janitor 
reflects on journey 
and satisfaction with 


present situation 

By Everson TAVERAS 
Features Editor 

On September 16th, at 
around 8:55 p.m., inside the 
Spurk building, noises were 


heard coming from room C215. 

A few windows, perhaps from 
the most recent class, were left 
open, allowing a cool, sharp breeze 
to circulate. In the reflection of one 
of the jarred windows was a man 
seen moving around the class- 
room. Back faced to the entrance 
of the classroom, the man of av- 
erage height inspected his where- 
abouts carefully, like a detective in 
search of a clue at a crime scene. 

The man, who appeared to be 
over 60, wore a cap that looked the 
part but a pair of worn faded jeans 
that didn’t, because of its length. 
As a result, he moved through the 
rows of black chairs effortless- 
ly, while his clothes begrudging- 
ly shadowed his frame. Although 
there was no music, he portrayed 
to be very much in tune with him- 
self, feeling his instruments as his 
own limbs, his work producing 
what seemed like the lively colors 
and sounds of a moment long past. 

As if abruptly taken out of 
reverie, he turned around all of 
a sudden. Rather than looking 
perturbed or shocked, a smile 
formed on his face. There was 
the overwhelming sense that the 
memories he saw before him had 
now dropped to the background, 


Not your 


GSA hits their stride 
as they continue to 
raise awareness and 


progress 


By Katuryn GAGNON 
Correspondent 


NECC’s Gay-Straight Al- 
liance has high hopes for a 
successful and productive 
semester while working to- 
wards their goal of broad- 
ening the perspective of 
what the GSA is and can do. 

The GSA is starting the se- 
mester off strong with many 
new members, and the plan- 
ning of a second GSA that will 
meet at Lawrence campus. This 
branch of the GSA will still be 
a part of NECC’s GSA, but will 
be more accessible to those 
taking classes in Lawrence. 

GSA also has many events 
planned for October, which 
is Coming Out Month, since 
National Coming Out Day 
is celebrated on October 11. 

As well as events and plan- 
ning, the main message of the 
GSA that Harvey Collard, the 
current president of the club, 
would like to spread is that any- 
one can be successful no matter 
their identity, or lack thereof. 
Collard says that the media and 
society put emphasis on the gay 
struggle, while he would like to 
show the success that every- 
one is capable of achieving. 

The GSA is more than 


keeping quiet for Hernandez.. 

“J don’t speak English,” he said. 

The words gently spilled out of 
Juan Hernandez. Not in the way 
a person who is supposed to keep 
a secret accidently reveals it, but 
in the way of a person who wants 
to put his best foot forward and 
make every move count. In spite 
of speaking only Spanish, Hernan- 
dez, in a servile and humble man- 
ner, concerned himself more with 
helping, regardless of the issue that 
needed helping with. It went with- 
out saying that Hernandez wasn’t 
at NECC on a late night by acci- 
dent, nor was he bothered by the 
menial duties that his job entails. 
Unlike those who never wanted for 
nothing, this for Hernandez wasn’t 


just another job. It was everything. 


Born and raised in Dominican 
Republic, Hernandez moved to the 
United States much later in his life, 
where he found refuge in Haverhill. 
There, he met with a woman, who 
proposed him with a job as a janitor 
at NECC. Eight years later, he still 
relishes the opportunity to work 
in a place and environment where 
he feels safe and comfortable. 

“T am very grateful for every- 
thing that has happened since | 
arrived here, and for everyone 
who played a part in the happiness 
I have today,” said Hernandez. 


He smiles, resuming his 
work, which, along with 
his memories, await him. 

But Hernandez isn’t alone. 


In the hollow dark place that be- 
comes NECC at night, many like 
Hernandez work in empty rooms 
scattered across the school. One 
by one, room by room, brush after 
brush after mopping and slush, they 
are like burglars, taking everything 
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only to leave nothing but an im- 
maculate NECC by dawn. Seldom 
are they seen, much less recog- 
nized by most students and staff for 
the unending nights of cleaning un- 
dertaken, some of which are spent 
shortly after working other jobs. 

Hernandez, wearing latex 
gloves, hummed to himself amid 
the quiet atmosphere, as if he 
needed not the merit of his work, 
but the work, the opportunity, the 
chance to mop floors and scrub 


High School GSA 


just a support group, “it’s a 
place where people are excit- 
ed to talk” said Collard. It is 
moulding into something oth- 
er than “the gay club” as Col- 
lard says, a stigma that the 
president as well as the fac- 
ulty advisor, Professor Kristi 
Arford, hope to prove wrong. 

“It’s not just a club for gay/ 
lesbian/bisexual/transgen- 
der students.” Arford said. 

The club is completely 
confidential, and everything 
that is talked about during 
meetings is supported, under- 
stood, and completely free 
of judgement at all times. 

The club is all about “be- 
ing who you truly are” says 
Collard, and making friends 
with those who accept that. 

The president is very proud 
of how diverse the club is. He 
hopes to bring the drama out of 
being different, and the GSA is 
a haven for that, with its vast di- 
versity in sexual identity, gen- 
der identity, culture, and age. 

The group also includes pos- 
itive role models such as their 
faculty advisor Kristi Arford, 
and an out professor at the col- 
lege, Amy Callahan. Arford 
started as advisor just this year. 
“I’ve long had a personal inter- 
est in the LGBTQ communi- 
ty’s fight for equality because 
primarily I see it as a human 
right’s issue” said Arford. And 
Callahan serves as a prime ex- 
ample of what you can achieve 
while still being true to your- 
self. She will be speaking in 
the upcoming talk about “Com- 
ing Out Stories” in October. 

Newly appointed vice pres- 


ident Faith Gregory is praised 
by those she works with in the 
club as being organized, amaz- 
ing with details, and an asset 
at making sure the group is 
focused and flowing smooth- 
ly. “Personally, I am a straight 
supporter” said Gregory, and 
she as well as the other mem- 
bers are all about “no straight 
hate” as Collard says. Mean- 
ing that the GSA does not 
discriminate against or ex- 
clude anyone from the club 


They like to see them- 
selves as a community of 
people, rather than being 


Just for one type of person. 

Gregory works more be- 
hind-the-scenes but she will 
prove her capabilities when 
planning and _ hosting the 
many events the GSA _ has 
planned for the semester. 

Wednesday, October 2 is 
“Coming Out Stories” from 
noon to | p.m. in room C108. 
Friday, October 11 is the Com- 
ing Out Day Bake Sale from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. held in the 
C Lobby. Friday, October 18 
there is a Q&A production 
called “1 Girl, 5 Gays” from 
noon to | p.m. in room C108. 

And the final event for Oc- 
tober is a guide to the trans 
identity called “Trans 101” 
from noon to | p.m. in room 
C108. The GSA _ welcomes 
and encourages everyone to 
come to all of these events, as 
well as their meetings which 
are held every Friday from 
noon to 1 p.m. in room C108. 


down chairs and desks in a coun- 
try where all have hope of realizing 
their dreams, however far fetched 
or minuscule they may appear. 

For Hernandez, the simple life 
somehow possessed more riches 
and promise than that of a glamor- 
ous one. Preferring a night with the 
family over a party, a homecooked 
meal versus a steak at a restaurant, 
he finds solace in the smallest of 
things that are often overlooked. 

Though his beliefs and percep- 


Photo by Everson Taveras 
Juan Hernandez cleans up room C215 inside the Spurk Builidng late at night. 


tion of a simple life is derived from 
a less than ideal upbringing, it is 
nonetheless true that most things 
and people are taken for grant- 
ed, and, until they are taken, only 
then do they accrue any amount 
of value they did not have before. 
It is from that understanding that 
Hernandez, like many others who 
take on what may appear to be irra- 
tional or peculiar responsibilities, 
are grateful and take joy in any and 
every opportunity they encounter. 


Soldier shares 
thoughts on war 


By Apore CALixto 
Correspondent 


Syria, politics from 
the perspective of 
former U.S. soldier 


As U.S. citizens we main- 
ly find out news through social 
media. Our TV’s, computers, 
and handhelds tell us not only 
what is going on, but also sub- 
consciously how to feel about it. 
It is usually a politician, or a ce- 
lebrity giving their statements on 
a certain conflict. All dressed up 
nicely; flawless. But what we nev- 
er hear is the untold story, or get 
the opinion of someone who has 
actually experienced it head on. 

Syria. We’ve been hearing 
about it for weeks. Should we 
go or not? Is it worth the risk? 
President Obama and TV can 
give facts, but veterans can give 
stories. Stories that may make 
us think twice about what is 
going on in the world today. 

United States Army veteran, 
and resident of Haverhill, Jamie 
Barton sat down with me after 
our U.S History class. I asked him 
what brings you to NECC, he said 

“After 20 years in the 
Army I need to make myself 
priceless in the job market.” 
He’s also taking EMT cours- 
es on the Lawrence campus. 

After going over his military 
background, I knew he was the 
right guy to talk to. He had been 
deployed three times, twice to 
Iraq and once to Afghanistan. 
He was a cavalry scout. Being 
part of the invasion, he was one 


of the first to be in Iraq and clear 
the way. He wasn’t able to see his 
daughter being born. Barton him- 
self has even experienced some 
traumatic encounters with war. 

“T was involved in an IED (im- 
provised explosive device) hit, 
my vehicle got blown up.” He 
was injured and lost his gunner. 

Since he is so knowledgeable, 
and also admirable for his ser- 
vice, I wanted to get his opinion 
on Syria. He believes it’s not our 
business. I asked if he thought it 
was worth it, to go fight for Syria. 
“Tf I was still in the military and 
they said this is where were going, 
no...the life of one of my soldiers 
to me is not worth the entire pop- 
ulation of Syria. Let them do their 
thing. That’s that.” says Barton. 
But he made an oath and would 
serve his country if need be. 

I would’ve never known sit- 
ting next to Jamie in class that he 
had experienced so much. He also 
mentioned that it’s something he 
does not really talk about. He had 
told me a lot of stories about his 
life overseas. He is not a celebrity, 
or a politician. But he had an im- 
pact, a point, and most importantly 
he had experience. Is it more im- 
portant to hear the story of the sol- 
dier or the President? Think about 


it.. Whose life is truly on the line? 
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Students an 


cellphones 


To the Editor, 

As a long time teacher at 
NECC, I was struck last week 
when I arrived a few minutes ear- 
ly to my locked classroom to find 
8 students waiting outside. All but 
one of the students were check- 
ing their smart phones. I assumed 
they were checking social media, 
etc. 

What struck me was that ALL 
of these students were in class 
the week before with these same 
students, ALL of them were in 
the same boat trying to learn their 
first (most likely) programming 
language, ALL of them were 
probably a bit concerned about 
the class, but yet NONE of them 
were talking to each other. 

It struck me how things have 
changed. When I was in college 
in the sixties, if we were waiting 
around for our class after one 
week, there would have been 
chatter about the professor, what 
the course was like, what our as- 
signments were, what kind of a 
grader this professor was, how did 
you do the first homework, etc. 

Then I remembered that studies 
are done yearly on empathy levels 
of 17 year old. These studies have 
been done for a long time. And 
mostly those levels have been the 
same until the advent of social 
media when the levels of empathy 
started diminishing. 

It is one thing to hear that one 
of my 600 Facebook “friends” has 
just lost their dog (easy to reply 
with “sorry” on Facebook) and 
another to deal with a classmate 
who is obviously upset with the 
loss of their dog. 


UMass Boston . *_ 


Scientific American recently 
reported that the Association of 
Psychological Science has found 
that college students today are 
“far less” empathetic than their 
counterparts 30 years ago. In fact, 
a study of 14,000 college students 
today found they were 40% less 
empathetic than just 3 decades 
ago. That is significant. 

The sharpest drop occurred 
just 13 years ago. This happens 
to coincide with the marked in- 
crease in the use of social media. 
Today’s students tend to not agree 
with statements like “I sometimes 
try to understand my friends bet- 
ter by imagining how things look 
from their perspective” and “I 
often have tender, concerned feel- 
ings for people less fortunate than 
me.” 

A lead researcher, Edward 
O’Brien says: “It’s harder for to- 
day’s college student to empathize 
with others because so much of 
their social lives is done through a 
computer and not through real life 
interaction.” 

This is a significant problem. 
Our humanness depends on our 
ability to empathize with others. 
What would our world be like if 
there was not empathy. 

What can be done about this? 
One easy thing is to put your so- 
cial media devices away when 
there are others around. Talk to 
people around you instead of tex- 
ting someone else. Live not only 
in the present moment but in the 
present space, instead of in some 
virtual 2-dimensional world. 

George Medelinskas 

Professor - NECC 


he bas 


Open House 2013 


Saturday, October 19" 
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NECC security ex- 
plains parking 
policy 


By Nick SciontT1 
Correspondent 

As of Spring 2014, there will 
be a new policy enforced by 
NECC’s public safety officers. 
According to the website, this 
plan involves both students and 
faculty getting a parking permit 
and paying in order to park at the 
NECC parking lot. 

Students are required to pay 
$8.50 per semester and get a park- 
ing sticker for each semester they 
are enrolled there. As for the fac- 
ulty and staff, they are required to 
pay a total of $17.00 a year, $8.50 
a semester, as well as get a sticker 
for each semester they teach. 

Students and faculty are also 
required to register their vehicles 
on a website called www.Permit- 
Sales.net/NECC. 

Students and faculty can pay 
byusing a debit, credit card, or 
a checking account. If students 
cannot use these methods of pay- 
ment, they can pay with cash at 
the Public Safety & Security Of- 
fice. 

Lt. Dan Tirone had given his 
thoughts on the parking policy as 
well. Trione said that “If you do 
not want to pay, you can park at 
the Technical building’s parking 
lot.” 

But parking in any o ther lot 


on the Haverhill or Lawrence 
campus without a sticker will 
have consequences. 

“We are now able to issue 
parking tickets,” Tirone said. 

But Tirone said that they also 
want to “Make the campus feel 
more secure.” Tirone said that “If 
your lights in your car were still 
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Parking policy 
update 


ua White, wanted to give his 
thoughts on the parking policy. 
White said that the policy is “un 
fair and people will not follow 
the policy right away.” White also 
said that the policy could “Cause 
students to miss class, be late for 
class, or forced to get a ticket if 
they cannot get a free space.” 


—¢¢——_—_—r—rr—————— 


Anything we do is for the safety of the 


students and faculty. 
- Lt. Dan Tirone 


nace NN Lk aint le Mh 


on, we would be able to see the 
sticker, find the class you were 
in, and tell you what happened 
so you would avoid jumping your 
car. 

“Anything we do is for the 
safety of the students and facul- 
ty” 

One student, Massimiliano 
Perrault, had commented on how 
he disliked the policy. Perrault 
had said that “What if you had an 
emergency and you had to walk 
to a.different parking lot.” Per- 
rault had also said that the policy 
was “Unfair, because what if any- 
one gets a pass, and they run out 
of room,” as well as saying that 
it is “ridiculous pricing for park- 
ing.” Perrault said that the policy 
is enforced because “the school 
wants to make more money.” 

Another student, Josh- 


WHY TRANSFER TO 
QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY? 


One last student, CJ Fran- 
cis, managed to talk about his 
thoughts on the parking policy as 
well. Unlike Perrault and White, 
Francis said that the parking pol- 
icy was “A good idea.” Francis 
also said that it is a good way to 
monitor and keep track of who is 
on campus”. But unlike Perrault 
and White, Francis said that it is 
“to keep better tabs on students.” 

After receiving this message, 
both students and faculty mem- 
bers had mixed feelings about the 
policy. Some accepted the new 
policy and saw it as a good thing, 
others were upset about this new 
policy and have tried to protest 
against this policy, and others just 
don’t care since they will be leav- 
ing NECC after this semester. 

The policy will be enforced in 
Spring 2014. 


Just 24% hours from Northern 


‘Starts at 9a... 3: 
Doors open for check-in at 8:30 a.m. 


Essex Community College is 


a student-oriented university 


devoted to academic excellence 


Reserve your spot at 

www.umb.edu/openhouse a a eee sense ot eres A 
; Our majors include nationally 
ranked programs in arts and 
sciences, business, engineering, 
health sciences, nursing and 
communications. And we’re 
committed to using the credits 
you've already earned. Visit 
www.quinnipiac.edu to see 
why Quinnipiac is your next step 
toward a bachelor’s degree and 


the career you want. 


‘QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY 
275 Mount Carmel Avenue 
Hamden, CT 06518-1908 
203-582-8612 * Toll Free: 1-800-462-1944 
_ ‘Transfer information: www.quinnipiac.edu/transfer 


= 


OPEN HOUSE 
DATES 


September 21, 2013 
October 19, 2013 
November 9, 2013 


UMASS 
BOSTON 
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. Lights, camera, action |Note taking 


Haverhill Community 


Television open to 
NECC students 


By Tomas Morris 


Correspondent 

Northern Essex Community 
College students have the abil- 
ity of obtaining free studio time 
and equipment from Haver- 
hill Community Television. 

By taking one orientation 
class a week for three weeks, 
students have the opportunity 
of creating any creative video 
using high-end equipment. Mat- 
thew Belfiore, Operation Man- 
ager of Haverhill Community 
Television states that students 
can even go further and make 
television shows that could be 
aired on channels 22 Public 
Access, 99 Education Channel, 
and 9 Government Channel. 
Belfiore vigorously encourag- 
es students to take advantage 
of this tool offered to them in 
a changing prominent media 
that one still can’t figure out 
or foresee where it is going. 

Students who want to be a 
part of this growing platform 
can gain fundamental skills 
to start you off in a career in 


television. Ray Naroian, a 
Television production team 
member of Haverhill Com- 


munity Television and Video 
Producer of Haverhill Public 
School, instructs television 


production classes for North- 
ern Essex Community College. 
directing, 

to put a 


frame 
sto- 


Pacing, 
shots, how 


ry together and script writ- 
ing are one of the few skills 
that are molded in class. 

A student can even take ini- 
tiative and use the knowledge 
and the High Definition camer- 
as to create presentation for oth- 
ers classes. Integrating televi- 
sion production with other core 
classes could work and can ex- 


advertisement revenue that 
the series generates. You- 
Tube has been called the fu- 
ture of entertainment, which 
is a grand praise for an outlet 
out of many on the internet. 

Jenn Dolye, Northern Essex 
Community College Student, 
and a Communication major, 
anticipates the excitement of 


66 


When you leave this class, you will have 
all the essentials needed to direct a com- 
plete video. 

- Ray Naroian 


a 


pand the boundaries of learning. 
Enthusiastically Naroian said, 
“When you leave this class you 
will have all the essentials need- 
ed to direct a complete video!” 

In parallel with Northern Es- 
sex Community College effort 
to guide students who are inter- 
ested in a growing media, that 
is even overflowing to the inter- 
net in a rapid pace. CBS News 
came forward with an article 
about YouTube goal of opening 
studios around the world so that 
people of all creative realms 
can produce and create their 
show, even have the opportu- 
nity of obtaining a channel. 

Offering free studio time 
and equipment, a YouTube stu- 
dio in Los Angeles has achieve 
fame from filming show “Vid- 
eo Game High School.” Cre- 
ators have complete control 
of the show and profits of the 


wait “ om , 
LOWELL MAKES IT EASY! 


Become work ready, life ready and world ready at UMass Lowell. 


Make the most of your undergraduate education in three easy steps: 


1. Find course requirements: 
See what courses are required for the major you want at 
www.uml.edu/requirementsbymajor. 


2. Check your credits: 


Ee 


UMass Lowell credit is available for 300,000 courses 


from 1,000 schools. Find out which of your credits will 
transfer at www.uml.edu/transferdictionary. 


3. Apply: 


Apply today at www.uml.edu/apply. 


UMASS 


LOWELL 
Learning with Purpose 


www.uml.edu 


how far the media is going. 
Doyle wanted to be in televi- 
sion ever since she was in High 
School. As student and a retail 
worker she doesn’t have the 
time to use some of the tools 
that are offered to her, but she is 
taking classes to gain the funda- 
mental that Naroian has to offer. 

Keeping in mind that she 
has free equipment at her dis- 
posable once a free moment 
arrive in her schedule. Like 
many other people, Doyle sees 
the media as a fast and easy 
way to get the word out or a 
manner to promote yourself. 

As the world shrinks with 
ideas and means of communi- 
cation, Northern Essex Com- 
munity College can be intercon- 
nected with the growing media 
to reach others with creativity. 


Amherst College 


Bay Path College 


Bay State College 


Bentley University 


Boston University 


Bryant University 


Cambridge College 


Curry College 


Elms College 


Emmanuel College 


Endicott College 


Fisher College 


« 
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American College of History & Legal Studies 


Assumption College 


Chamberlain College of Nursing 


Students can hire note takers for classes, or 


be paid to take notes 


By CaTuie SOUTHWICK 
Staff Writer 


If students are having trouble 
taking notes, help is available. 

The Learning Accommoda- 
tions Center offers student’s 
note takers. Students that 
have a knack for note taking 
can become one and get paid. 

It is the student’s responsibil- 
ity to find a note taker in their 
class. It can be someone you are 
comfortable with, that has a good 
understanding of note taking 
and the course you are taking. 

It is not recommended it be 
a relative or significant other. 
The student should still write 
notes but it allows the student 
to concentrate on listening to 
the lecturer without worrying 
what to write down. Start by 
approaching your professor 
and discussing your situation; 
they may already know some- 
one that would be interested. 

The professor may 


also offer techniques to 
help with the curriculum. 
There are some guidelines. 


Students can hire notetak- 
ers for a variety of reasons. 
If students are having trouble 
focusing in class, a note tak- 
er would beneficial to them. 

Students can also hire note 
takers if they have a broken arm 
or wrist, allowing them to still 
take down notes they would oth- 


TRANSFER COLLEGE DAY 2013 


Wednesday, October 16" 10:00 - 1:00 
**Tech Center- bring your transcript** 


Meet representatives from nearly 50 four-year institutions!!!! 


Hesser College 


Kaplan University 


Lasell College 


Lesley University 


Merrimack College 


Mount Ida College 


NE Institute of Art 


NH Institute of Art 


Northeastern University 


Now Is the Time to Prepare for your Future!!! For more information please call: 978-556-3440 


Granite State College 


Johnson & Wales University 


Mass Coll. of Pharm & HS 


Montserrat College of Art 


New England College 


erwise normally be fit to take. 

Another reason students 
may need note takers is an ill- 
ness. Sicknesses come and 
go, so asking for a note tak- 
er when you may be out sick 
will help ensure you receive 
all the information you miss. 

Note takers, as mentioned, 
can get payed for the classes 
they take notes in. For the busy 
college student, this is some- 
thing that will help students 
who are struggling to make ends 
meet. For the well prepared 
student, it might give them 
an opportunity to have some 
extra money in their pocket. 

Note takers can remain 
confidential, as well. If a stu- 
dent would rather not know 
who took their notes, in case 
of personal biases, than that 
can be arranged, as_ well. 

For more information stu- 
dents can contact the Learn- 
ing Accommodations  Cen- 
ters located in the Behrakis 
One-Stop Student Center in 
Haverhill in Room SC1I11 or 
on the Lawrence Campus on 
Franklin and Amesbury streets. 


Matt Gingras 
contributed to this 
article. 


Pine Manor College 


Plymouth State University 


Regis College 


Rivier College 


Southern NH University 


Springfield College 


St. Joseph's College of Maine 


Suffolk University 


University of NH-Manchester 
University of Southern Maine 


Wentworth Inst. Of Technology 


U of Mass at Amherst 


U of Mass at Boston 


U of Mass at Dartmouth 


U of Mass at Lowell 
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Men’s basketball 
begins Drags ee 


The men’s basketball team has begun practicing this year. Last season, the men’s pro- 
gram finished two games under .500 and missed out on postseason play. 


Men’s Schedule 


November 1 
November 2 
November 5 
November 9 
November 12 
November 14 
November 16 
November 19 
November 23 
November 26 
November 30 
December 5 
December 7 
December 10 
January 11 
January 14 
January 16 
January 21 
January 23 
January 25 
January 28 
January 30 
February 4 
February 6 
February 8 
February 11 
February 15 


All home games are played on the Haverhill 
campus, inside the Sport and Fitness Cen- 
ter. Admission is free to anyone. 


Every game not designated with an “@” 
symbol is a home game. 


@ NHTI 

@ UMaine August 

@ CCRI 
Holyoke 
Mass Bay 
Massasoit 

@ Gateway, 
Bunker Hill 

@ Lincoln 

@ Bristol 

@ UCAP 

@ Roxbury 

@ STCC 
Quinsigamond 
UCAP 
Roxbury 
Gateway 

@ Quinsigamond 

@ Holyoke 
STCC 

@ Massasoit 
Dean College 
Bristol 

@ Bunker Hill 

@ Mass Bay 
Vermont Tech 
Lincoln 


Volleyball season 


canceled 
Womens 2013 Volleyball Season gets 


By Estuer A. NIEVES 
Sports Editor 
This is Diana Morales’s first 
semester at NECC, and she is 
currently majoring in Health. 
She recently moved to the Unit- 
ed States from Dominican Re- 
public, where she had played 
volleyball for eight years. 
Volleyball is her passion. 
Despite the season being can- 
celled, she plans on work- 
ing hard and dedicating as 
much of her free time as she 
can to the sport she loves. 
“It’s not that I am so much 
disappointed about the season 
being canceled, I feel like I am 
missing out on an opportunity 
to get involved with the school. 
“But I do think that it is 
nice of [Coach MacAvoy] to 
still have practice because 
we can get together, build a 
strong relationship with our 
teammates and prepare for the 
next season,” said Morales. 
It is unfortunate that this 


* cancelled before it even started 


2014, was extremely eagerto play 
volleyball this season, and be a 
part of the student athlete body. 

Kirchmaier, who is one of 
the students that can’t make it 
to Wednesday night games due 
to her class schedule, said, “I 
mean I am mad about the sea- 
son being canceled and my class 
conflicting with game days, 
but it’s fun and a good thing 
that practice is still being held. 

“We come in get a good 
workout and learn the 
game of volleyball. This 
can only make us_ better.” 

“Tt’s not like we are complete- 
ly pulling the rug right off under 
them,” said Coach MacAvoy. 

“We right now are using 
this time to rebuild the pro- 
gram. We are getting ready 
and better for next year.” 

For those who might be in- 
terested in playing Volleyball 
and becoming a part of the stu- 
dent athlete body next fall, can 
see Coach MacAvoy any time at 


Photo by Matt Gingras happened to the Women’s the Sports and Fitness Center. 
Volleyball Team, especially 
since they were so amped and 
ready to start off the season. 

Romina Kirchmaier, who is 
due to graduate in the spring of 


Get Your Design on Hundreds 
of T-shirts! 


And win a new Dell Rules 
> Submissions must be from 
tablet! 


currently enrolled NECC Student 
> Shirt must say “NECC Class of 
2014” 
Designs may feature up to 4 

colors (Shirts are white) 
> Designs may be front, back or 
both 
No profanity or crude slogans or 
imagery 
> All submissions are subject to the 


approval of the Alumni 
Association 


Submission must be an original 


work that no other persons or 
parties can claim ownership. If 
there are recognizable faces on 
the design, a model release must 
accompany the submission. 
>» Submission Specifics: Designs 
need to be submitted 
electronically and must be 300 
DPI uncompressed .jpg or .tif. 
Submissions are also limited to 
12in wide by 14in high. 


Deadline: Monday November 18" at 5pm 


Email to: alumni@necc. mass.ed Ul (Please include your full name, phone 
number, and your expected degree/graduation date in the body of the email. 
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images of NECC's Haverhill campus in the morning fog 
Sept. 30, 2013 


